Advancing Natural
Gas Operational
Practices to
Enhance
Utility Safety and
Sustainability

The American energy landscape is undergoing a profound change.
Natural gas utilities are embracing innovation and cutting-edge
technologies that help detect leaks earlier and minimize emissions,
which align with the nationwide commitment to curbing emissions and
pursuit of a clean energy future. In this era of transition, regulators must
make decisions with a keen understanding of the nuances involved in
energy distribution. Encouraging continued investment in natural gas
technologies — including leak surveying, damage prevention, methane
detection and leak grading and repair — can effectively bridge the gap
between our current energy landscape and the more sustainable future
we all seek.

Enhancing Leak Surveying—For decades, the resiliency of
America’s natural gas distribution pipeline infrastructure has helped
support reliable energy delivery for millions of homes and businesses.
The nation's natural gas distribution pipeline network continues to grow
as the desire for reliable natural gas remains high. To meet this growing
energy demand while keeping emissions low, utilities are constantly
seeking to improve operational efficiency. Increasing the frequency of
leak surveys, a proactive, systematic inspection process that curbs
energy waste and mitigates potential accidents, is a critical part of this
effort.

Modern technologies, including aerial and vehicle surveys, have aided
these efforts. Federal regulators have recognized the value of
enhancing leak surveying, with the 2020 Protecting Our Infrastructure
of Pipelines and Enhancing Safety (PIPES) Act encouraging the prompt
repair of leaks based on comprehensive analyses and prioritization.
Early repair also prevents potentially larger challenges that directly
affect underserved populations who rely on the affordability and
dependability of natural gas. As a cost-effective, reliable energy option,
natural gas helps communities reduce their energy bills and allocate
funds to other essential needs. Moving forward, future rulemakings
should be similarly rooted in sound scientific analyses and consider the
feasibility for all utilities — large and small.

Improving Gas Detection— As we look to the future and advance
best practices for the continued safe use of natural gas, burgeoning
methane detection technologies will play a pivotal role. Protecting
consumer and public safety is an important responsibility for natural gas
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utilities — and one that we take seriously. Laser detection devices have

proven to be highly effective tools for detecting gas, and, over time, this
technology helps reduce operating costs, which is especially important

for cost-conscious gas utilities.

Wyoming Gas Company is a natural gas utility embracing the latest
technology to further bolster their leak detection programs. Wyoming
Gas Company oversees pipeline in 3 counties in Wyoming-Hot Springs,
Washakie and Big Horn- providing natural gas service to over 7,000
customers. Streamlining the leak survey process, especially in rural
areas, is crucial for protecting the safety of utility employees and the
families they serve.

Encouraging Leak Grading and Repair—Though no federal
regulatory requirements exist, gas utilities have been repairing
infrastructure through leak grading for decades in alignment with
industry best practices and state regulations. The recent surge in leak
detection innovations is revolutionizing the way gas utilities manage
their infrastructure, significantly enhancing their ability to grade and
repair more promptly and efficiently. This leap in precision enables
more efficient resource allocation, allowing utilities to focus on the most
critical leaks first, which is crucial for ensuring system safety and
reliability. Such prioritization protects communities while streamlining
maintenance schedules and improving operational efficiency — ensuring
that unnecessary expenditures are not relayed to customers.

Moreover, effective leak management plays a pivotal role in reducing
methane emissions, ensuring public safety and maintaining the
operational integrity of gas networks. With better leak detection and
grading, utilities minimize the risks of accidents, which directly
translates to safe and consistent energy delivery and continued customer
satisfaction. This is why utilities continue to invest in innovative
infrastructure reinforcements. Their infrastructure repair projects aim
to keep pace with new standards while reducing methane emissions by
an estimated 1,000 metric tons. The integration of advanced leak
detection and grading technologies is not just a matter of operational
efficiency for gas utilities, but a cornerstone of responsible and
sustainable natural gas environmental stewardship.

Looking Ahead—We encourage customers to pay special attention
to how regulations can impact natural gas utilities and consumers’
energy costs. It is essential to recognize the role that investments in the
safety of natural gas infrastructure play in ensuring energy reliability,
which is why continuing to incentivize and leverage innovative
technologies will foster a future where natural gas remains a safe, cost-
effective, and efficient energy choice for communities nationwide.

Source: Adapted from www.realclearenergy.org Chris Latch is a
Professional Engineer, Chairman of the American Public Gas
Association’s Board of Directors & Assistant General Manager for the
City of Corinth Gas & Water Department.
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Community Calendar

Thermopolis
January BINGO: HSC Senior Citizen Center Bingo. Every
Saturday at 6 pm, HSC 206 Senior Ave.

Ingredients:

January Brazilian Jiu Jitsu Class: At the Armory. Kids ages
® > tablespoons olive oil 7+ & Adults. FREE. No gear required. For info, contact Bradyn at
e 1 onion, chopped 307-921-0089. Every Monday, Thursday, and Saturday.

Kids: 5:30 - 6:30 pm. Adults: 5:30 - 7 pm.
® 2 carrots, chopped

February 1oth UW Extension Leading with Excellence
® 2 celery stalks, chopped . . .

. ) Board Training through Thermopolis-Hot Springs Chamber of
® 3 cloves garlic, minced Commerce, call (307) 864-3192 for details.
® 1 zucchini, chopped Basin
® 1can (14.5 ounces) diced tomatoes January 4th Farm Bureau Federation Goat Roping at the
® 1 can (15 ounces) cannellini beans, drained and rinsed fairgrounds, call/text (307) 410-9301 or (307) 272-5499 for more
® 4 cups vegetable broth information.
® 1 cup small pasta (like ditalini or elbow macaroni) January 9th UW Extension Tender Venison & Gourmet
® 1teaspoon dried oregano
. . Worland

® 1 teaspoon dried basil
o Saltand to tast January Pickleball: Five days a week. Download the app

ait and pepper fo taste TeamReach and enter the keyword 'Worland' when asked. Then
®  Freshly grated Parmesan cheese (optional) go to the calendar to check location and time. For more info call
®  Fresh basil or parsley for garnish (optional) or text 307-388-0541.

January 11th STEAM Saturday Join the Washakie Museum
for a lesson on Fractals! Learn all about the repetition of shapes,
where to find them in nature and create four different fractal
crafts in both 2 and 3-dimensions. Grades K-8 from 10 am to
11:30 am.

Instructions:

1. Heat the olive oil in a large pot over medium heat.

2. Add the onion, carrots, and celery, and cook until softened,
about 5 minutes.
Add the garlic and zucchini, and cook for another 2-3
minutes.

3

4. Stirin the diced tomatoes, cannellini beans, vegetable broth, Shell
5

6

January 24th-25th Dads and Lads 2025 This event is a
great opportunity for fathers and sons to bond and enjoy various
activities together. At Camp Bethel starting at 5pm. You can find
more info on Camp Bethel's website www.campbethelwyo.com.

pasta, oregano, and basil. Bring to a boil.

Reduce the heat and simmer for 15-20 minutes, or until the
pasta and vegetables are tender.

Season with salt and pepper to taste.
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Serve hot, topped with freshly grated Parmesan cheese and :
|
|
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garnished with fresh basil or parsley if desired. Cody
January 17, 24 & 31 UW Extension WY Walks for
——————————————————————————— Seniors: Free 45-minute guided tour beginning at 10:00 am at
Save Energy & Save Money!! Buffalo Bill Best of the West Museum. Spend the rest of the day
Using energy-efficient natural gas appliances offers several in the museum for free after the walks. Call (307) 568-4160 for
benefits. They help reduce your energy bills by consuming details.
fcslflii?;izﬂvi};jle g(fszdlZi;ﬁ;nizrsne ;i:el Z££f§1(:112§; ify Reminder: We use this section for our local communities. The
friendly, producing fewer greenhouse gas emissions com- messages must be non-partisan and non-religious. Non-profit
pared to traditional options, and they contribute to a more organization messages will be given preference. Please send the
sustainable future. Plus, they often come with rebates and incentives, mak- information to customerservice@wyogas.com before the 10th of

ing them a smart financial choice. For more information on energy savings

- . the month to make the following month edition. Thank you.
click the “Save Energy & Money” tab on our website www.wyogas.com.
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